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Saint Pius X Religious Education Classroom & Behavior 

Policies 2022-2023 
 

Role of the Parent 

Parents are the primary religious educators of their children. Parents are also witnesses and supporters of 

their child’s journey of faith.  Because a parent’s role as an example and witness is so important, weekly 

Mass attendance as a family is absolutely vital to the success of our religious education program. 

Everything we do in the classroom builds on this strong foundation!  Parental witness, involvement, and 

prayers have a profound influence on their child’s faith development.  We will do all we can in 

Religious Education to aid your child’s faith development, but the home is the first “school” of the faith! 

This is a big task, and we want to support you in this role as much as we can – look for more 

information about our adult faith formation offerings, where we hope we can help you in your own faith 

development. 

 

Catechists and Assistants 

Our catechists are volunteers who utilize their time, resources, and efforts to plan lessons and to share 

their faith with our students. Our catechists are people who are eager to share their Catholic faith.  It is 

important that they are respected and that their recommendations are considered.  Should a concern arise 

about a catechist, parents must first contact the staff member with primary responsibility for their child’s 

program (Robby Kiley for CCD, RCIC, and CSAM, Theresa DePung for CGS, Kim Slott for CLW). 

 

Role of the Student 

Students have an important role in fostering an environment where each child can learn and enjoy their 

time in Religious Education classes.  Thus, we have some expectations stated below that are designed to 

help ensure a safe and effective learning environment: 

1. All students are expected to be on their best behavior at all times, both inside and outside the 

classroom.  As young Catholic-Christians, they must show respect to catechists, catechist aides, 

parish staff personnel, and other students. 

2. We have been blessed with beautiful facilities.  Therefore, students must participate in 

maintaining our Parish Education Center. This includes avoiding food and drink (besides water) 

in the classroom, respecting the space and belongings of the children in the parish K-8 school, 

and caring for the shared resources (smart board, etc). Respect for parish as well as personal 

property is very important, and any damage caused by students to another’s property will be 

fixed at the expense of those involved. 

3. Each student is also responsible for following the specific rules of his or her classroom, as given 

by their catechists. 

4. Use of cellular phones or other electronic equipment is not permitted during class time.  Students 

must turn these devices off and keep them in a pocket or purse during class.  If a catechist or 

adult in authority finds a student using such a device, he or she will take the device away until 

the end of class. If this becomes an issue, catechists are authorized to collect phones at the 

beginning of class, to be returned as students leave. 
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If students fail to meet the above expectations and/or their behavior disrupts the education process for 

others, increasing levels of intervention will take place beginning with (1) a verbal warning, (2) a visit to 

the Director’s office and, if necessary, (3) a conference with the student and parents. 

 

Attendance and Absences 

1. Children are expected to attend each class, to be on time, and to remain until the end of class.  

We understand unexpected circumstances arise; however, these should be rare occurrences.  

Attendance will be taken weekly, and tardiness disrupts the classroom environment for everyone.  

Students may come into the classroom ten minutes before class or once a catechist arrives. 

2. For all classes, a parent or guardian should e-mail Kim Slott at kslott@stpius.net or call the 

RE office at 277-5760 ex. 132 to report the absence of a child. Similar to any school or 

educational program, any unexcused absence will necessitate an email or phone call from the RE 

office. 

3.  If absences become significant enough to impact a child’s learning (usually three absences of 

any kind in a semester), the RE office will call to determine, with parents, a course of action 

aimed at the best interests of the student.  With the little time that we have for catechesis, each 

class is very important. 

4. Please see the Health & Safety policies for specific COVID-19 related attendance issues. Saint 

Pius RE will follow the Health and Safety plan described on the Saint Pius X Catholic School 

website, found here: https://stpiuscatholicschool.net/bts.  

 

Communication 

The Religious Education Office believes that it is incredibly important that parents are able to keep 

informed about their children’s faith formation. To this end, the RE Office will send out regular 

communication. While we mail out forms and policies at the beginning of the year, email is our 

primary form of communication. Both the quarterly newsletter and regular reminders/updates are 

delivered via email. Please ensure that you have provided the RE Office with a working email that 

you check regularly. Without an up-to-date email address, we cannot ensure that parents receive 

important information, such as weather closings, meeting reminders, and program invitations. 

 

Drop-Off and Pick-Up 

We are returning to in-person pick-up and drop-off this year. Parents are required to sign out all students 

in grades PK-4. Children in grades 5-8 may leave on their own without an adult signing them out. All 

parents picking up for CCD should park in the Northwest parking lot, in-between the Parish Education 

Center and church, and enter using door #9. CGS parents should park in the East lot off Fir Road and 

enter using door #2. Please see the attached map for parking and drop-off/pick-up details. 

 

Parents are responsible for the prompt pick up of their children.  CCD students not picked up within five 

minutes of dismissal will be supervised in the RE office. CGS students will be supervised in the Atrium.  

In the event of an emergency, we ask that someone contact the RE office at 277-5760 (Use ext. 326 

Monday/Thursday and ext. 117 on Sunday) if parents are unable to pick up their children. Repeated or 

lengthy tardiness during pick-up without notifying the RE Office may result in additional fees 

being assessed to families. 

 

School Closing Information 

In the event of inclement weather, we will contact WSBT, WNDU, and ABC57 to announce 

cancellations of RE classes.  We will also attempt to send an e-mail by noon on weekdays when 

afternoon and evening classes are cancelled and by 7:45 am for Sunday classes. Signs will also be 

posted at the main entrances (doors #2 for Monday/Wednesday/Thursday and doors #8, and #9 for 

Sunday) to avoid any confusion.  As always, we trust parental discretion if the conditions make 

mailto:kslott@stpius.net
https://stpiuscatholicschool.net/bts
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attending class too hazardous – please notify the office if you make the judgment call not to attend due 

to weather when class is in session. 

 

Diocesan Safe Environment Program 
Our diocese requires that all children in the RE program participate in age-specific safe environment 

training. CGS students will utilize the diocesan Safe Environment material, which can be found on their 

website: http://www.diocesefwsb.org/Safe-Environment-Training-Children-and-Youth. CCD students 

will use the Growing with God curriculum from Loyola Press, which can be viewed on their website: 

https://www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/child-safety-and-catholic-family-living/growing-with-god.   

 

All sessions take place beginning in October/ November. If parents do not want this training offered to 

their child, they may download the “Safe Environment Opt Out” form, found on the Religious Education 

policies page (www.stpius.net/repolicies) under the “2022-2023 Policies and Important Documents” 

banner. This form must be received by the RE office no later than 10/1/2022. 

 

Returning Forms 

The Acceptance of Saint Pius X Policies for CGS and CCD must be returned to a child’s catechist or 

the RE office on or before Monday, October 10.  Please also return the Special Circumstance Pick-Up 

Form, if applicable. This is a two-sided blue form found in the mailing. Families who have not returned 

their forms by 10/10 will receive an email notice.  

 

Please note: Failure to read the RE policies or to sign/return the acknowledgement form shall not 

relieve the obligation to follow all rules and guidelines that the parish and the diocese establish or in 

any way impede or prevent the religious education office from operating the religious education 

program consistent with those rules and guidelines. 
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